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FJP Statement on Gov. Ron DeSantis’ Baseless and Undemocratic
Removal of Orlando State Attorney Monique Worrell

Fair and Just Prosecution Executive Director Miriam Krinsky issued the following statement in response
to Florida Gov. DeSantis’ suspension and removal of State Attorney Monique Worrell:

“Today, Gov. Ron DeSantis showed yet again his disdain for his own constituents and the
foundation of our democracy by removing State Attorney Monique Worrell from office. This is a
deeply disturbing abuse of power that overrules the will of voters and threatens the separation of
powers that is foundational to the operation of the criminal legal system and the rule of law. While
the governor wants you to believe his actions are predicated on promoting public safety, the truth
is that he removed SA Worrell as a desperate political stunt. Indeed, as the discovery in Andrew
Warren’s case revealed, he has been searching for a reason to remove her for well over a year. He
decided he wanted her gone, and then went looking for a reason. The order in this case shows he
never found one, but he removed her anyway.

The people of Orange and Osceola counties elected SA Worrell based on her commitment to
fairness and justice in the criminal legal system. During her time in office, she has created special
victims and mental health units, developed a new diversion program to help reduce recidivism,
and implemented policies to hold police officers accountable for misconduct. She also convened
the first-ever violence prevention summit in her community, aimed at developing collaborative
solutions to stop crime from happening before it occurred. She has enacted changes to make her
community safer and stronger – just as she promised to do. This is the very essence of fulfilling
her responsibility to her community, not ‘neglect of duty,’ as the governor falsely claims. And if
her community disapproves of the job she is doing, it is up to them to make that decision, and not
up to the governor to override the will of the people.

The governor has now suspended two duly-elected prosecutors from office, demonstrating a
pattern of complete disregard for Floridians’ right to local control and an eagerness to throw
anyone who doesn’t agree with him under the bus just to score political points. He cannot claim to
be a champion for freedom while eviscerating the freedom of communities to choose their local
leaders. These craven power grabs are an affront to democracy, and we are proud to stand with SA
Worrell against this outrageous overreach.”

###
Fair and Just Prosecution is a national network of elected prosecutors working towards common-sense,
compassionate criminal justice reforms. To learn more about FJP’s work, visit our website and follow us

on Facebook, Twitter, Threads, and LinkedIn.
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