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Nearly 90 Criminal Justice Leaders Urge PA Senate to Protect
Rights of Philly Voters and Keep DA Larry Krasner in Office

“Removing Larry Krasner from office would undermine the rule of law, democracy,
and public safety.”

Today, a bipartisan group of 88 criminal justice leaders from across the country issued a joint
statement opposing the undemocratic and partisan efforts to impeach and remove Philadelphia
District Attorney Larry Krasner and urging the Pennsylvania Senate to keep him in office. The
signatories – which include current and former elected prosecutors and law enforcement leaders and
former U.S. Attorneys, judges and DOJ officials – argue that DA Krasner’s impeachment and
potential removal blatantly disregard the will of the voters who twice elected him and threaten
public safety by undermining the legitimacy of democracy and the rule of law.

“If the Pennsylvania state legislature was truly concerned about crime in Philadelphia, they would
work with the community to implement evidence-based approaches to violence prevention. Instead,
their first priority in a lame duck session was to continue the baseless attacks on Larry Krasner and
undermine the electoral power and choices of the residents of Philadelphia,” said Miriam Krinsky,
Executive Director of Fair and Just Prosecution, the organizer of the statement. “The Senate
should reject this deeply disturbing betrayal of the voters’ will and pernicious attack on democracy.”

The signatories emphasize that this effort threatens to make the community less safe by overturning
the will of the voters, who last year reelected DA Krasner with nearly 70 percent of the vote: “By
telling Philadelphians that their votes do not matter – that politicians in Harrisburg better understand
the violence and public safety concerns members of the community experience and live among –
the legislature has threatened the legitimacy of the justice system and those who work within it. And
this erosion of trust in both law enforcement and the integrity of our democratic process will have
potentially profound impacts on efforts to prevent, solve, and respond to serious crime in
Philadelphia.”

“Protecting our democracy and the rights of voters is a public safety issue. When people believe the
system not only doesn’t protect them but is deliberately working to undermine their decisions on
duly elected leadership, they are understandably less likely to trust in government institutions,
making it harder for those of us in law enforcement to keep our communities safe,” said Darrel
Stephens, former Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Chief and former Executive Director of the Major
City Chiefs Association.
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The statement also describes how supporters of the impeachment have spread misinformation about
the work and impact of data-driven leaders such as Krasner, ignoring the numerous studies showing
that reform DAs are not responsible for rises in crime and disregarding the unique factors that
defined the past few years and likely contributed to changes in crime rates, including the pandemic
and record gun sales.  Neither crime increases nor decreases can be placed solely at the feet of one
individual, the signatories note. And while a prosecutor’s office alone cannot create public safety,
the statement highlights the ways in which DA Krasner has used his platform to reduce gun
violence, with little support from many members of the state legislature.

“As an elected prosecutor, I support reform because I know it makes communities safer,” said
Durham County, N.C. District Attorney Satana Deberry. “The rampant misinformation seeking
to scapegoat reform DAs for crime increases has no basis in reality. Instead of playing the blame
game, we need policymakers who will work with us and with those most impacted by crime to
promote community safety and well-being.”

“It is unthinkable that anyone – especially those who aren’t even part of the community – would
attempt to nullify voters’ choices at the ballot box simply because of political differences. That isn’t
democracy, it erodes faith in the rule of law, and it certainly won’t make us any safer,” said
Timothy K. Lewis, a former judge for the U.S. Court of Appeals, Third Circuit and the U.S.
District Court, Western District of Pennsylvania and former Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Western
District of Pennsylvania.

The signatories include locally elected prosecutors from 46 jurisdictions, Attorneys General
Keith Ellison (Minnesota) and Karl Racine (District of Columbia); former Attorneys General
Scott Harshbarger (Massachusetts), Jim Petro (Ohio), Stephen Rosenthal (Virginia), James
Tierney (Maine) and Anthony F. Troy (Virginia); Sheriffs Jerry Clayton (Washtenaw County,
Mich.), Garry L. McFadden (Mecklenburg County, N.C.) and Charmaine McGuffey (Hamilton
County, Ohio); Police Chief Abdul D. Pridgen (San Leandro, Calif.); former Police Chiefs
Richard Biehl (Dayton, Ohio), RaShall Brackney (Charlottesville, Va.), Joseph Carter
(Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority and Oak Bluffs, Mass.), Brendan Cox (Albany,
N.Y.), Norm Stamper (Seattle) and Darrel Stephens (Charlotte-Mecklenburg, N.C.); former State
Supreme Court Justices Harry Lee Anstead (Florida), Bobbe J. Bridge (Washington), Emily
Jane Goodman (New York) and Joseph R. Grodin (California); and former federal district and
appellate court judges Nancy Gertner, Timothy K. Lewis, A. Howard Matz, Michol O’Connor
and Shira A. Scheindlin.

The full statement is available here and see below for a full list of signatories.

###
Fair and Just Prosecution is a national network of elected prosecutors working towards

common-sense, compassionate criminal justice reforms. To learn more about FJP’s work, visit our
website and follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn.
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List of Signatories
Roy L. Austin, Jr.
Former Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice
Former Deputy Assistant to President Obama for the Office of Urban Affairs, Justice, and
Opportunity (White House Domestic Policy Council)

Diana Becton
District Attorney, Contra Costa County, California

Wesley Bell
Prosecuting Attorney, St. Louis County, Missouri

Buta Biberaj
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Loudoun County, Virginia

Richard Biehl
Former Chief, Dayton Police Department, Ohio

Sherry Boston
District Attorney, DeKalb County, Georgia

RaShall Brackney
Former Chief, Charlottesville Police Department, Virginia

Alvin Bragg
District Attorney, New York County (Manhattan), New York

Bobbe J. Bridge
Former Justice, Washington Supreme Court

Joseph Carter
Former President, International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP)
Former Chief, Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
Former Chief, Oak Bluffs Police Department, Massachusetts

John Choi
County Attorney, Ramsey County (St. Paul), Minnesota

Jerry L. Clayton
Sheriff, Washtenaw County (Ann Arbor), Michigan

Dave Clegg
District Attorney, Ulster County, New York

Laura Conover
County Attorney, Pima County (Tucson), Arizona



Brendan Cox
Former Chief, Albany Police Department, New York

John Creuzot
District Attorney, Dallas County, Texas

Satana Deberry
District Attorney, Durham County, North Carolina

Parisa Dehghani-Tafti
Commonwealth's Attorney, Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, Virginia

Mark Dupree
District Attorney, Wyandotte County (Kansas City), Kansas

Matt Ellis
District Attorney, Wasco County, Oregon

Keith Ellison
Attorney General, Minnesota

Ramin Fatehi
Commonwealth's Attorney, City of Norfolk, Virginia

Lisa Foster
Former Director, Office for Access to Justice, U.S. Department of Justice
Former Judge, California Superior Court

Kimberly M. Foxx
State’s Attorney, Cook County (Chicago), Illinois

Neill Franklin
Former Executive Director, Law Enforcement Action Partnership
Former Major, Maryland State Police

Gil Garcetti
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California

Kimberly Gardner
Circuit Attorney, City of St. Louis, Missouri

José Garza
District Attorney, Travis County (Austin), Texas

George Gascón
District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California



Sarah F. George
State’s Attorney, Chittenden County (Burlington), Vermont

Nancy Gertner
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, District of Massachusetts

Diane Goldstein
Former Lieutenant, Redondo Beach Police Department, California

Ron Goldstock
Former Director, New York State Organized Crime Task Force

Joe Gonzales
District Attorney, Bexar County (San Antonio), Texas

Deborah Gonzalez
District Attorney, Western Judicial Circuit (Athens), Georgia

Eric Gonzalez
District Attorney, Kings County (Brooklyn), New York

Mark Gonzalez
District Attorney, Nueces County (Corpus Christi), Texas

Emily Jane Goodman
Former Justice, New York State Supreme Court

Christian Gossett
Former District Attorney, Winnebago County, Wisconsin

Joseph R. Grodin
Former Associate Justice, California Supreme Court

Andrea Harrington
District Attorney, Berkshire County, Massachusetts

Scott Harshbarger
Former Attorney General, Massachusetts
Former District Attorney, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Jim Hingeley
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Albemarle County, Virginia

John Hummel
District Attorney, Deschutes County, Oregon



Elizabeth K. Humphries
Commonwealth's Attorney, Fredericksburg, Virginia

Natasha Irving
District Attorney, 6 th Prosecutorial District, Maine

Justin F. Kollar
Former Prosecuting Attorney, County of Kaua’i, Hawaii

Miriam Aroni Krinsky
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, Criminal Appellate Chief, and General Crimes Chief, U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the Central District of California
Former Chair, Solicitor General’s Advisory Group on Appellate Issues

Harry Lee Anstead
Former Chief Justice, Florida Supreme Court

Timothy K. Lewis
Former Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals, Third Circuit
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, Western District of Pennsylvania

A. Howard Matz
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, Central District of California

Beth McCann
District Attorney, 2nd Judicial District (Denver), Colorado

Garry L. McFadden
Sheriff, Mecklenburg County (Charlotte), North Carolina

Charmaine McGuffey
Sheriff, Hamilton County, Ohio

Ryan Mears
Prosecuting Attorney, Marion County (Indianapolis), Indiana

Michol O’Connor
Former Justice, U.S. Court of Appeals, First Judicial District of Texas
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Texas

Jerome O’Neill
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Vermont
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, District of Vermont

Jody Owens
District Attorney, Hinds County (Jackson), Mississippi



Melba Pearson
Former Assistant State Attorney, Miami-Dade County, Florida
Former President, National Black Prosecutors Association

Jim Petro
Former Attorney General, Ohio

Channing Phillips
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Columbia
Former Senior Counselor to the Attorney General and Deputy Associate Attorney General, U.S.
Department of Justice

Joseph Platania
Commonwealth's Attorney, City of Charlottesville, Virginia

Richard Pocker
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Nevada

Abdul D. Pridgen
Chief, San Leandro Police Department, California
Former Chief, Seaside Police Department, California

Karl Racine
Attorney General, District of Columbia

Ira Reiner
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California
Former City Attorney, Los Angeles, California

Eric Rinehart
State’s Attorney, Lake County, Illinois

Stephen Rosenthal
Former Attorney General, Virginia

Dan Satterberg
Prosecuting Attorney, King County (Seattle), Washington

Eli Savit
Prosecuting Attorney, Washtenaw County (Ann Arbor), Michigan

Shira A. Scheindlin
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York

Mike Schmidt
District Attorney, Multnomah County (Portland), Oregon



Daniella Shorter
District Attorney, 22nd Judicial District, Mississippi

Carol Siemon
Prosecuting Attorney, Ingham County (Lansing), Michigan

Eric Sparr
District Attorney, Winnebago County, Wisconsin

Norm Stamper
Former Chief, Seattle Police Department, Washington

Darrel Stephens
Former Executive Director, Major City Chiefs Association
Former Chief, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, North Carolina

Carter Stewart
Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Ohio

David Sullivan
District Attorney, Northwestern District, Massachusetts

James Tierney
Former Attorney General, Maine

Anthony F. Troy
Former Attorney General, Virginia

Matthew Van Houten
District Attorney, Tompkins County, New York

Cyrus R. Vance
Former District Attorney, New York County (Manhattan), New York

Tori Verber Salazar
District Attorney, San Joaquin County, California

Lynneice Washington
District Attorney, Jefferson County, Bessemer District, Alabama

Jared Williams
District Attorney, Augusta, Georgia

Jason Williams
District Attorney, Orleans Parish, Louisiana



Todd Williams
District Attorney, Buncombe County (Asheville), North Carolina


