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Over 90 Criminal Justice Leaders Urge Texas Court to Stop the
State From Targeting Transgender Kids and Their Parents

Current and Former Elected Prosecutors, Attorneys General and Law Enforcement
Leaders, and Former DOJ Officials and Judges File Amicus Brief Arguing that the

Governor’s Anti-Trans Directive Threatens Lives and Undermines Public Safety

Austin, TX – Last night, a bipartisan group of 93 criminal justice leaders from around the nation
– including current and former prosecutors, law enforcement leaders and Attorneys General, and
former Department of Justice officials and judges – filed an amicus brief in the 353rd District
Court of Texas in Jane Doe v. Greg Abbott, supporting efforts to block the State of Texas from
prosecuting and criminalizing parents who seek gender-affirming care for their transgender
children.

The signatories argue that Texas Governor Greg Abbott’s directive to the Texas Department of
Family and Protective Services (DFPS) to investigate, and potentially prosecute, these parents
for child abuse – and to involve medical professionals, others who care for children, and even
members of the general public in this mandate – will result in grave harm to already vulnerable
young people. As noted in the brief, these divisive and deeply troubling policies erode public
trust in the integrity of the justice system, and thereby inhibit the ability of law enforcement to
keep communities safe.

“Instead of promoting policies that can actually make our communities safer and healthier, some
state leaders in Texas have decided their priority is to attack the trans community and criminalize
life-saving care,” said Miriam Krinsky, Executive Director of Fair and Just Prosecution, the
organizer of the brief, and a former federal prosecutor. “At a time when trust in government is in
dire need of fortifying, this unthinkable action will only serve to deepen biases and divides in our
community, put loving parents and their children at risk and further marginalize an already
vulnerable population. And all of this inevitably will erode faith in the rule of law – an essential
ingredient in maintaining public safety.”

“As a former state prosecutor and the former head of the Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention, I know how critical it is to use limited government resources to protect
our most vulnerable,” said Shay Bilchik, former Chief Assistant State Attorney for Miami-Dade
County, Fla., former Director of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention and a
signatory to the brief. “These Texas directives turn this foundational principle on its head,
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transforming laws designed to shield children into a sword used against those who love and care
for them. We cannot idly stand by and let this happen.”

The signatories emphasize in the brief the devastating impact the Governor’s actions will have:
“By singling out families with transgender children for government interference and opening the
door to intrusions into the privacy of deeply personal medical care, while also triggering
potential family separation and even prosecution based on clinically recommended treatment,
Governor Abbott, Commissioner Masters, and the Texas Department of Family and Protective
Services have profoundly threatened both public trust and the well-being of these children and
their loved ones. Mandates and policies such as these create troubling and destructive barriers
between members of vulnerable communities and law enforcement and will only increase the
risk of victimization, abuse and violence these individuals face.”

“When the public does not believe the government is working for them and is instead actively
doing harm, our entire system of public safety crumbles,” said Bexar County, Texas District
Attorney Joe Gonzales, one of a number of elected prosecutors in Texas and around the nation
to join the brief. “As an elected prosecutor, I have an obligation to pursue justice, and it would be
completely unjust to punish parents simply for providing their children with the care they need.”

“Why would people call law enforcement to ask for help when they believe that the government
is utilizing its resources to prosecute loving parents?” said Joseph Brann, former Hayward,
Calif. Police Chief, former Director of the DOJ Office of Community Oriented Policing Services
and another signatory to the brief. “Anti-trans laws undermine the integrity of the criminal legal
system, which makes the job of law enforcement even harder and compromises public safety.”

Signatories include Texas District and County Attorneys John Creuzot (Dallas County), Delia
Garza (Travis County Attorney), José Garza (Travis County DA), Joe Gonzales (Bexar
County), Mark Gonzalez (Nueces County), Christian D. Menefee (Harris County) and Brian
Middleton (Fort Bend County); Attorneys General Thomas J. Donovan, Jr. (Vermont), Keith
Ellison (Minnesota), Leevin Camacho (Guam), Kathy Jennings (Delaware) and Karl A.
Racine (District of Columbia); current law enforcement leaders including Chief Abdul D.
Pridgen (San Leandro, Calif.) and Sheriffs Steven Tompkins (Suffolk County, Mass.) and
Jerry Clayton (Washtenaw County, Mich.); former Police Chiefs Joseph Brann, Richard
Biehl, RaShall Brackney, Brendan Cox, Darrel Stephens and Jim Bueermann; former U.S.
Attorneys Barbara McQuade and Joyce Vance; and former judges Nancy Gertner (U.S.
District Court, Massachusetts) and William Royal Furgeson, Jr. (U.S. District Court, Western
District of Texas), among others.

Read the brief here; for a full list of amici, see below.

###
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List of Amici

Roy L. Austin, Jr.
Former Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice
Former Deputy Assistant to President Obama for the Office of Urban Affairs, Justice, and
Opportunity (White House Domestic Policy Council)

Wesley Bell
Prosecuting Attorney, St. Louis County, Missouri

Buta Biberaj
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Loudoun County, Virginia

Richard Biehl
Former Chief, Dayton Police Department, Ohio

Shay Bilchik
Director Emeritus, Center for Juvenile Justice Reform, McCourt School of Public Policy,
Georgetown University
Former Associate Deputy Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice
Former Administrator, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, U.S. Department
of Justice
Former Chief Assistant State Attorney, Miami-Dade County, Florida

Sherry Boston
District Attorney, DeKalb County, Georgia

Chesa Boudin
District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, California

RaShall Brackney, Ph.D.
Former Chief, Charlottesville Police Department, Virginia

Alvin Bragg
District Attorney, New York County (Manhattan), New York

Joseph Brann
Former Chief, Hayward Police Department, California
Former Director, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, U.S. Department of Justice

Aisha Braveboy
State’s Attorney, Prince George’s County, Maryland

Bobbe J. Bridge
Former Justice, Supreme Court, Washington



Jim Bueermann
Former Chief, Redlands Police Department, California
Former President, National Police Foundation

Leevin Camacho
Attorney General, Guam

Doug Chin
Former Lieutenant Governor, Hawaii
Former Attorney General, Hawaii

John Choi
County Attorney, Ramsey County (St. Paul), Minnesota

Jerry Clayton
Sheriff, Washtenaw County (Ann Arbor), Michigan

Dave Clegg
District Attorney, Ulster County, New York

Laura Conover
County Attorney, Pima County (Tucson), Arizona

Brendan Cox
Former Chief, Albany Police Department, New York

John Creuzot
District Attorney, Dallas County, Texas

Satana Deberry
District Attorney, Durham County, North Carolina

Parisa Dehghani-Tafti
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, Virginia

Steve Descano
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Fairfax County, Virginia

Thomas J. Donovan, Jr.
Attorney General, Vermont

Michael Dougherty
District Attorney, 20 th Judicial District (Boulder), Colorado



Mark Dupree
District Attorney, Wyandotte County (Kansas City), Kansas

Matt Ellis
District Attorney, Wasco County, Oregon

Keith Ellison
Attorney General, Minnesota

Ramin Fatehi
Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Norfolk, Virginia

Kimberly M. Foxx
State’s Attorney, Cook County (Chicago), Illinois

William Royal Furgeson, Jr.
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, Western District of Texas

Gil Garcetti
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California

Kimberly Gardner
Circuit Attorney, City of St. Louis, Missouri

Stan Garnett
Former District Attorney, 20 th Judicial District (Boulder), Colorado

Delia Garza
County Attorney, Travis County, Texas

José Garza
District Attorney, Travis County, Texas

George Gascón
District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California
Former District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, California
Former Chief, San Francisco Police Department, California
Former Chief, Mesa Police Department, Arizona

Sarah F. George
State’s Attorney, Chittenden County (Burlington), Vermont

Nancy Gertner
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, District of Massachusetts



Sim Gill
District Attorney, Salt Lake County, Utah

Diane Goldstein
Executive Director, Law Enforcement Action Partnership (LEAP)

Joe Gonzales
District Attorney, Bexar County (San Antonio), Texas

Deborah Gonzalez
District Attorney, Western Judicial Circuit (Athens), Georgia

Eric Gonzalez
District Attorney, Kings County (Brooklyn), New York

Mark Gonzalez
District Attorney, Nueces County (Corpus Christi), Texas

Emily Jane Goodman
Former Justice, Supreme Court, New York

Christian Gossett
District Attorney, Winnebago County, Wisconsin

Andrea Harrington
District Attorney, Berkshire County, Massachusetts

David J. Hickton
Former U.S. Attorney, Western District of Pennsylvania

John Hummel
District Attorney, Deschutes County, Oregon

Natasha Irving
District Attorney, 6 th Prosecutorial District, Maine

Kathleen Jennings
Attorney General, Delaware

Steven Kirkland
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, District of Texas

Zach Klein
City Attorney, Columbus, Ohio



Justin F. Kollar
Former Prosecuting Attorney, County of Kaua’i, Hawaii

Lawrence Krasner
District Attorney, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Miriam Aroni Krinsky
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, Criminal Appellate Chief, and General Crimes Chief, U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the Central District of California
Former Chair, Solicitor General’s Advisory Group on Appellate Issues

Rebecca Like
Acting Prosecuting Attorney, County of Kaua’i, Hawaii

Karen Loeffler
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Alaska

Patricia A. Madrid
Former Attorney General, New Mexico

Brian S. Mason
District Attorney, 17 th Judicial District, Colorado

Beth McCann
District Attorney, 2nd Judicial District (Denver), Colorado

Barbara McQuade
Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Michigan

Christian D. Menefee
County Attorney, Harris County, Texas

Spencer Merriweather
District Attorney, Mecklenburg County (Charlotte), North Carolina

Brian Middleton
District Attorney, Fort Bend County, Texas

Jody Owens
District Attorney, Hinds County, Mississippi

Alonzo Payne
District Attorney, 12 th Judicial District (San Luis), Colorado

Joseph Platania
Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Charlottesville, Virginia



Abdul D. Pridgen
Chief, San Leandro Police Department, California
Former Chief, Seaside Police Department, California

Karl A. Racine
Attorney General, District of Columbia

Ira Reiner
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California
Former City Attorney, Los Angeles, California

Eric Rinehart
State’s Attorney, Lake County, Illinois

Jeff Rosen
District Attorney, Santa Clara County, California

Marian Ryan
District Attorney, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Dan Satterberg
Prosecuting Attorney, King County (Seattle), Washington

Eli Savit
Prosecuting Attorney, Washtenaw County (Ann Arbor), Michigan

Shira A. Scheindlin
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York

Carol Siemon
Prosecuting Attorney, Ingham County (Lansing), Michigan

David Soares
District Attorney, Albany County, New York

Norm Stamper
Former Chief, Seattle Police Department, Washington

Darrel Stephens
Former Executive Director, Major City Chiefs Association
Former Chief, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, North Carolina

Jack Stollsteimer
District Attorney, Delaware County, Pennsylvania



David Sullivan
District Attorney, Northwestern District, Massachusetts

Shannon Taylor
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Henrico County, Virginia

Scott Thomson
Former Chief, Camden Police Department, New Jersey
Former President, Police Executive Research Forum

Steven Tompkins
Sheriff, Suffolk County, Massachusetts

Raúl Torrez
District Attorney, Bernalillo County (Albuquerque), New Mexico

Suzanne Valdez
District Attorney, Douglas County (Lawrence), Kansas

Matthew Van Houten
District Attorney, Tompkins County, New York

Joyce Vance
Former U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Alabama

Organizations
Law Enforcement Action Partnership (LEAP)


