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80 Criminal Justice Leaders Urge Supreme Court Not to
Criminalize Lifesaving Overdose Prevention Sites

Today, 80 current and former elected prosecutors and law enforcement leaders and former Department
of Justice officials filed an amicus brief in the United States Supreme Court in United States v.
Safehouse, supporting efforts to open our nation’s first overdose prevention site (OPS). These facilities
are proven harm reduction tools that save lives and help alleviate the adverse impact of substance use
disorder and the ongoing overdose epidemic that is devastating many communities. Amici, criminal
justice leaders from around the nation, underscored in the brief the dire need to move these strategies
forward at a time when over 70,000 people died from drug-related overdoses in 2019 – and those
numbers have only worsened over the course of the ongoing pandemic.

“Now more than ever we need every tool at our disposal to stem the rising tide of fatal overdoses that
has surged in the wake of the isolation, reduced access to treatment and trauma associated with
COVID-19,” said Miriam Krinsky, Executive Director of Fair and Just Prosecution, the
organization that coordinated the brief. “Overdose prevention sites are a proven harm reduction strategy
that saves lives – and we must prioritize the sanctity of life after a year and a half of unimaginable loss
in our communities. It is long past time to end our nation’s war on drugs and treat individuals who use
substances with the dignity they deserve by offering them assistance, when needed, rather than a jail
cell.”

Overdose prevention sites, also called “supervised consumption” or “safe injection” sites, provide a
location to use drugs under the supervision of people trained to immediately reverse overdoses. They
also serve as harm reduction outreach centers where people can receive medical care, access social
services and explore treatment. While no OPSs yet exist in the United States, the brief notes that more
than 110 exist in at least 11 other countries, and none have ever reported a fatal overdose inside their
facilities. Multiple cities in the United States are seeking to open OPSs and Rhode Island recently
became the first state to authorize an OPS pilot program.

Signatories to the brief have seen the overdose epidemic take hold in their communities and understand
the urgent need to address this crisis as the public health issue that it is: “As law enforcement and
criminal justice leaders, amici’s objective is to maintain public safety; saving lives and promoting health
is as central to that mission as preventing and prosecuting crime.”

“As an elected prosecutor, I have a responsibility to protect every member of my community, which
requires moving away from criminal justice responses to substance use disorder,” said Suffolk County,
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Mass. District Attorney Rachael Rollins, a signatory to the brief. “Instead, we must embrace proven
public health strategies as potential solutions. Lives depend on it.”

“Our nation’s failed war on drugs has taken too many lives already, and criminalization has only
exacerbated this devastating toll. We need a new way forward that allows communities to address the
overdose crisis with harm reduction approaches proven to save lives and improve community safety,”
added Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner, another signatory on the brief and the elected
prosecutor representing the jurisdiction where Safehouse seeks to open.

Amici emphasize that not only are OPSs effective at saving lives but they also serve an important role in
building community trust in law enforcement and the criminal legal system: “There is an urgent need to
fortify trust in the justice system.  Failing to address the loss of life resulting from drug overdoses—and
criminalizing a community-based public health organization working to save lives—will further erode
trust. If there were ever a time to demonstrate that the justice system values the dignity of human life,
that time is now.”

“As a law enforcement leader, my job relies on building and sustaining trust with the community I serve,
which is jeopardized when substance use is criminalized and the dignity of life is not respected,” said
Washtenaw County, Mich. Sheriff Jerry Clayton, a signatory to the brief.

Law Enforcement Action Partnership Executive Director Diane Goldstein, another signatory to the
brief, noted: “As the overdose epidemic has only worsened during the global pandemic, it’s obvious that
the tough-on-crime approaches of the past do not work. We cannot wait any longer to employ new
strategies like overdose prevention sites that will save lives and better enable law enforcement to protect
our communities.”

Amici are represented by a team of attorneys at Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin & Schiller, including
Daniel Segal and Matthew A. Hamermesh.

Read the brief here and see below for a complete list of amici.

###

Fair and Just Prosecution is a national network of elected prosecutors working towards common-sense,
compassionate criminal justice reforms. To learn more about FJP’s work, visit our website and follow us

on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn.

List of Amici

Roy L. Austin
Former Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice Former
Deputy Assistant to President Obama for the Office of Urban Affairs, Justice and Opportunity (White
House Domestic Policy Council)

Diana Becton
District Attorney, Contra Costa County, California
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Wesley Bell
Prosecuting Attorney, St. Louis County, Missouri

Buta Biberaj
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Loudoun County, Virginia

Sherry Boston
District Attorney, DeKalb County, Georgia

Chesa Boudin
District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, California

Joseph Brann
Former Chief, Hayward Police Department, California
Former Director, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS), U.S. Department of Justice

Aisha Braveboy
State’s Attorney, Prince George’s County, Maryland

Kenyen Brown
Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Alabama

Jim Bueermann
President, National Police Foundation
Former Chief, Redlands Police Department, California

Chris Burbank
Vice President, Law Enforcement Strategy, Center for Policing Equity
Former Chief, Salt Lake City Police Department, Utah

Mike Butler
Chief, Longmont Police Department, Colorado

Kimberly B. Cheney
Former Attorney General, Vermont

John Choi
County Attorney, Ramsey County (St. Paul), Minnesota

Jerry L. Clayton
Sheriff, Washtenaw County (Ann Arbor), Michigan

Dave Clegg
District Attorney, Ulster County, New York

Scott Colom
District Attorney, 16th Judicial District, Mississippi



Brendan Cox
Former Chief, Albany Police Department, New York

John Creuzot
District Attorney, Dallas County, Texas

Satana Deberry
District Attorney, Durham County, North Carolina

Parisa Dehghani-Tafti
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, Virginia

Brandon del Pozo
Former Chief, Burlington Police Department, Vermont

Michael Dougherty
District Attorney, 20th Judicial District (Boulder), Colorado

Mark Dupree
District Attorney, Wyandotte County (Kansas City), Kansas

Kimberly M. Foxx
State’s Attorney, Cook County (Chicago), Illinois

Neill Franklin
Major (Ret.), Maryland State Police and Baltimore Police Department, Maryland
Former Executive Director, Law Enforcement Action Partnership (LEAP)

Gil Garcetti
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California

Kimberly Gardner
Circuit Attorney, City of St. Louis, Missouri

George Gascón
District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California
Former District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, California
Former Chief, San Francisco Police Department, California
Former Chief, Mesa Police Department, Arizona

Sarah F. George
State’s Attorney, Chittenden County (Burlington), Vermont

Diane Goldstein
Executive Director, Law Enforcement Action Partnership (LEAP)

Joe Gonzales
District Attorney, Bexar County (San Antonio), Texas



Deborah Gonzalez
District Attorney, Western Judicial Circuit (Athens), Georgia

Eric Gonzalez
District Attorney, Kings County (Brooklyn), New York

Mark Gonzalez
District Attorney, Nueces County (Corpus Christi), Texas

Andrea Harrington
District Attorney, Berkshire County, Massachusetts

Robert J. Hoffman
Former Chief, Plainfield Police Department, Connecticut

Peter Holmes
City Attorney, Seattle, Washington

John Hummel
District Attorney, Deschutes County, Oregon

Natasha Irving
District Attorney, 6th Prosecutorial District, Maine

Melinda Katz
District Attorney, Queens County, New York

Justin F. Kollar
Former Prosecuting Attorney, County of Kaua’i, Hawaii

Lawrence S. Krasner
District Attorney, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

William Lansdowne
Former Chief, San Diego Police Department, California
Former Chief, San Jose Police Department, California
Former Chief, Richmond Police Department, California

Rebecca Like
Second Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, County of Kaua’i, Hawaii

James Manfre
Former Sheriff, Flagler County, Florida

Beth McCann
District Attorney, 2nd Judicial District (Denver), Colorado



Isaiah McKinnon
Former Chief, Detroit Police Department, Michigan

Daniel Meloy
Former Chief, Colerain Township Police Department, Ohio

Spencer Merriweather
District Attorney, Mecklenburg County, North Carolina

Brian Middleton
District Attorney, Fort Bend County, Texas

Stephen Mills
Former Chief, Lindsay Police Department, Oklahoma

Marilyn Mosby
State’s Attorney, Baltimore City, Maryland

Bill Nettles
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Vermont

Jody Owens
District Attorney, Hinds County, Mississippi

Jim Petro
Former Attorney General, Ohio

Ira Reiner
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California
Former City Attorney, Los Angeles, California

Rob Reyes
Former Chief, U.S. Department of Veterans’ Affairs Police Department

Rachael Rollins
District Attorney, Suffolk County (Boston), Massachusetts

Jeff Rosen
District Attorney, Santa Clara County, California

Stephen Rosenthal
Former Attorney General, Virginia

Dan Satterberg
Prosecuting Attorney, King County (Seattle), Washington



Ronal Serpas
Former Superintendent, New Orleans Police Department, Louisiana
Former Chief, Metropolitan of Nashville Police Department, Tennessee
Former Chief, Washington State Patrol, Washington

Harry L. Shorstein
Former State Attorney, 4th Judicial Circuit (Jacksonville), Florida

Daniella Shorter
District Attorney, 22nd Judicial District, Mississippi

Carol Siemon
Prosecuting Attorney, Ingham County (Lansing), Michigan

David Soares
District Attorney, Albany County, New York

Norm Stamper
Former Chief, Seattle Police Department, Washington

David Sullivan
District Attorney, Northwestern District, Massachusetts

Tom Synan
Chief, Newton Police Department, Ohio

Betty Taylor
Former Chief, Winfield Police Department, Missouri

Jennifer Tejada
Chief, Emeryville Police Department, California

Tom Thompson
Former Chief, Kettering Health Network Police Department, Ohio

Steven Tompkins
Sheriff, Suffolk County (Boston), Massachusetts

Raúl Torrez
District Attorney, Bernalillo County (Albuquerque), New Mexico

Cyrus R. Vance
District Attorney, New York County (Manhattan), New York

Peter Volkmann
Police Commissioner, City of Hudson, New York



Mike Ward
Former Chief, Alexandria Police Department, Kentucky

Andrew Warren
State Attorney, 13th Judicial Circuit (Tampa), Florida
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Law Enforcement Action Partnership (LEAP)


