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Nearly 100 Criminal Justice Leaders Urge Supreme Court to
Protect the Constitutional Right to Abortion Access

Today, a bipartisan group of nearly 100 current and former elected prosecutors and law enforcement
leaders, and former state attorneys general, federal and state court judges, U.S. Attorneys and
Department of Justice officials filed an amicus brief in the United States Supreme Court in Dobbs v.
Jackson Women’s Health Organization urging the Court to respect 50 years of precedent and prevent the
potential criminalization of abortion and personal healthcare decisions. The signatories emphasize that
overturning Roe v. Wade would “erode public trust, undermine the legitimacy and efficacy of law
enforcement and prosecutorial officials, and divert limited criminal justice resources that could
otherwise be used to … promote public safety” in communities across the country.

In Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, the Supreme Court will consider Mississippi’s
draconian pre-viability abortion ban that outlaws abortion after 15 weeks of pregnancy. The brief notes
that if the Court were to allow this law to be implemented, it would essentially overturn Roe, paving the
way for criminal laws in at least 18 other states to go into effect that would threaten prosecution of
people who seek abortions as well as their healthcare providers. This case comes to the Court at a time
when a recently enacted law in Texas has essentially shuttered abortion clinics in that state.

“Abortion access is a well-settled constitutional right, and upending that right after five decades of
settled law would be an incredible intrusion on individual choice and a threat to public safety,” said
Miriam Krinsky, Executive Director of Fair and Just Prosecution, the organization that coordinated
the brief. “Overturning Roe v. Wade would not end abortions; it would simply increase the risk of unsafe
and unsupervised procedures for millions of people, putting poor women and women of color most at
risk. Prosecutors and criminal justice leaders are charged with shielding communities from these deeply
concerning outcomes, not perpetuating them and thereby eroding confidence in the rule of law.”

Amici emphasize that trust in the criminal legal system, which is critical to promoting community safety,
would be severely damaged by unsettling established constitutional rights and opening the door for the
prosecution of those who seek or perform abortions. If Roe is overturned, the signatories note, ​​“the
safety and well-being of entire communities will suffer.” They encourage the Court to “decline to
embroil our law enforcement institutions in a personal and divisive issue that will detract from the
ability of law enforcement and criminal justice leaders to work with and seek the cooperation of the
community in our joint effort to promote public safety.”
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“My responsibility as an elected prosecutor is to protect the safety and well-being of all in my
community. Criminalizing abortion will make us less safe and put the most vulnerable among us at risk,”
said Winnebago County, Wis. District Attorney Christian Gossett, a signatory to the brief.

“Women and medical professionals should not be put in the unthinkable position of facing criminal
prosecution for exercising personal and essential healthcare choices,” added Durham County, N.C.
District Attorney Satana Deberry, another of the many elected prosecutors who joined the brief.

The brief also stresses that “overturning Roe will undoubtedly cause terrible harm to women and
children,” highlighting that abortion restrictions and criminalization do not accomplish their intent to
end abortion but rather “relegate it to less safe and unsupervised settings” and deter women from
seeking needed medical care and sharing information with medical providers. They add that the majority
of women who seek abortions are already mothers and are more likely to be victims of domestic
violence.

“At a time when we should be invested in building trust with the communities we serve, ending the right
to safe and legal abortion would compromise faith in law enforcement and the entire justice system,”
said signatory Jim Bueermann, former Chief of Police of Redlands, Calif. and former President of
the National Police Foundation. “Healthcare decisions are between an individual and their doctor –
they should not be the jurisdiction of police and prosecutors.”

“Overturning such well-established judicial precedent as Roe v. Wade would undermine faith in the
entire judicial system,” said Timothy K. Lewis, a former Circuit Judge of the United States Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit and one of the amici who joined the brief.

“The Court has clearly held for five decades that women have the right to make their own healthcare
decisions, and retreating from this precedent would be a danger to the integrity of our judicial and
criminal legal institutions,” added former U.S. District Court of Massachusetts Judge Nancy
Gertner, also a signatory to the brief.

Amici are represented by a team of attorneys at Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP, including John P.
Mastando III, Lauren Bernstein, Tania C. Matsuoka, Frank T. Ungerer, Hong Zhang and Sherry Safavi.

Read the brief here and see below for a complete list of amici.

###

Fair and Just Prosecution is a national network of elected prosecutors working towards common-sense,
compassionate criminal justice reforms. To learn more about FJP’s work, visit our website and follow us

on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn.

List of Amici

Roy L. Austin
Former Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice Former
Deputy Assistant to President Obama for the Office of Urban Affairs, Justice and Opportunity (White
House Domestic Policy Council)
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Diana Becton
District Attorney, Contra Costa County, California

Wesley Bell
Prosecuting Attorney, St. Louis County, Missouri

Buta Biberaj
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Loudoun County, Virginia

Shay Bilchik
Former Administrator, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), U.S.
Department of Justice
Former Chief Assistant State Attorney, Miami-Dade County, Florida

Sherry Boston
District Attorney, DeKalb County, Georgia

Chesa Boudin
District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, California

RaShall M. Brackney, Ph.D.
Police Chief, Charlottesville Police Department, Virginia

Joseph Brann
Former Chief, Hayward Police Department, California
Former Director, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, U.S. Department of Justice

Aisha Braveboy
State’s Attorney, Prince George’s County, Maryland

Bobbe J. Bridge
Former Supreme Court Justice, Washington State

Jim Bueermann
President, National Police Foundation
Former Chief, Redlands Police Department, California

Chris Burbank
Vice President, Law Enforcement Strategy, Center for Policing Equity
Former Chief, Salt Lake City Police Department, Utah

John Choi
County Attorney, Ramsey County (St. Paul), Minnesota

Jerry L. Clayton
Sheriff, Washtenaw County (Ann Arbor), Michigan

Dave Clegg
District Attorney, Ulster County, New York



Laura Conover
County Attorney, Pima County (Tucson), Arizona

Brendan Cox
Former Chief, Albany Police Department, New York

John Creuzot
District Attorney, Dallas County, Texas

Satana Deberry
District Attorney, Durham County, North Carolina

Parisa Dehghani-Tafti
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, Virginia

Steve Descano
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Fairfax County, Virginia

Michael Dougherty
District Attorney, 20th Judicial District (Boulder), Colorado

Mark Dupree
District Attorney, Wyandotte County (Kansas City), Kansas

Matt Ellis
District Attorney, Wasco County, Oregon

John Farmer
Former Attorney General, New Jersey
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, New Jersey

John P. Flannery
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, Southern District of New York
Former Special Counsel, House and Senate Judiciary Committees

Lisa Foster
Former Director, Office for Access to Justice, U.S. Department of Justice

Kimberly M. Foxx
State’s Attorney, Cook County (Chicago), Illinois

William Royal Furgeson Jr.
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, Western District of Texas

Gil Garcetti
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California



Kimberly Gardner
Circuit Attorney, City of St. Louis, Missouri

Stan Garnett
Former District Attorney, 20th Judicial District (Boulder), Colorado

José Garza
District Attorney, Travis County (Austin), Texas

George Gascón
District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California
Former District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, California
Former Chief, San Francisco Police Department, California
Former Chief, Mesa Police Department, Arizona

Sarah F. George
State’s Attorney, Chittenden County (Burlington), Vermont

Nancy Gertner
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, District of Massachusetts

Sim Gill
District Attorney, Salt Lake County, Utah

Joe Gonzales
District Attorney, Bexar County (San Antonio), Texas

Deborah Gonzalez
District Attorney, Western Judicial Circuit (Athens), Georgia

Eric Gonzalez
District Attorney, Kings County (Brooklyn), New York

Mark Gonzalez
District Attorney, Nueces County (Corpus Christi), Texas

Emily Jane Goodman
Former Justice, New York State Supreme Court

Christian Gossett
District Attorney, Winnebago County, Wisconsin

Andrea Harrington
District Attorney, Berkshire County, Massachusetts

Jim Hingeley
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Albemarle County, Virginia



John Hummel
District Attorney, Deschutes County, Oregon

Natasha Irving
District Attorney, 6th Prosecutorial District, Maine

Shalena Cook Jones
District Attorney, Chatham County (Savannah), Georgia

Justin F. Kollar
Former Prosecuting Attorney, County of Kaua’i, Hawaii

Lawrence S. Krasner
District Attorney, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

William Lansdowne
Former Chief, San Diego Police Department, California
Former Chief, San Jose Police Department, California
Former Chief, Richmond Police Department, California

Timothy K. Lewis
Former Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals, Third Circuit
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, Western District of Pennsylvania

Rebecca Like
Second Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, County of Kaua’i, Hawaii

Patricia Madrid
Former Attorney General, New Mexico

Beth McCann
District Attorney, 2nd Judicial District (Denver), Colorado

Karen McDonald
Prosecuting Attorney, Oakland County, Michigan

Barbara McQuade
Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Michigan

Ryan Mears
Prosecuting Attorney, Marion County (Indianapolis), Indiana

Brian Middleton
District Attorney, Fort Bend County, Texas

Marilyn Mosby
State’s Attorney, Baltimore City, Maryland



Jerome O’Neill
Former Acting U.S. Attorney, District of Vermont
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, District of Vermont

David W. Ogden
Former Deputy Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice

Jody Owens
District Attorney, Hinds County, Mississippi

Alonzo Payne
District Attorney, 12th Judicial District, Colorado

Jim Petro
Former Attorney General, Ohio

Abdul Pridgen
Chief, Seaside Police Department, California

Ira Reiner
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California
Former City Attorney, Los Angeles, California

Eric Rinehart
State’s Attorney, Lake County, Illinois

Mimi Rocah
District Attorney, Westchester County, New York

Rachael Rollins
District Attorney, Suffolk County (Boston), Massachusetts

Jeff Rosen
District Attorney, Santa Clara County, California

Stephen Rosenthal
Former Attorney General, Virginia

Marian Ryan
District Attorney, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Dan Satterberg
Prosecuting Attorney, King County (Seattle), Washington

Eli Savit
Prosecuting Attorney, Washtenaw County (Ann Arbor), Michigan



Shira A. Scheindlin
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York

Mike Schmidt
District Attorney, Multnomah County (Portland), Oregon

Carol Siemon
Prosecuting Attorney, Ingham County (Lansing), Michigan

David Soares
District Attorney, Albany County, New York

Norm Stamper
Former Chief, Seattle Police Department, Washington

Darrel Stephens
Former Executive Director, Major City Chiefs Association
Former Chief, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, North Carolina

Jack Stollsteimer
District Attorney, Delaware County, Pennsylvania

David Sullivan
District Attorney, Northwestern District, Massachusetts

Shannon Taylor
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Henrico County, Virginia

Scott Thomson
President, Police Executive Research Forum
Former Chief, Camden Police Department, New Jersey

Steven Tompkins
Sheriff, Suffolk County (Boston), Massachusetts

Raúl Torrez
District Attorney, Bernalillo County (Albuquerque), New Mexico

Anthony F. Troy
Former Attorney General, Virginia

Gregory Underwood
Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Norfolk, Virginia

Matthew Van Houten
District Attorney, Tompkins County (Ithaca), New York



Cyrus R. Vance
District Attorney, New York County (Manhattan), New York

Joyce Vance
Former U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Alabama

John Walsh
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Colorado
Former Chair, Attorney General’s Advisory Committee on U.S. Attorneys

T. John Ward
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Texas

Andrew Warren
State Attorney, 13th Judicial Circuit (Tampa), Florida

Jared Williams
District Attorney, Augusta, Georgia

Monique H. Worrell
State Attorney, 9th Judicial District (Orlando), Florida


