
UPDATED JANUARY 26, 2021 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MEDIA CONTACT 
January 25, 2021 Miriam Krinsky 

krinskym@krinsky.la  
818-416-5218 

 
 

Nearly 100 Criminal Justice Leaders Urge President Biden to Take 
Immediate Action to End the Federal Death Penalty 

Current and Former Prosecutors, Law Enforcement Leaders, and Former DOJ 
Officials and Judges Call for Definitive Steps to Dismantle Executions 

 
Today, a bipartisan group of nearly 100 criminal justice leaders — including over 50 current elected 
local prosecutors (District Attorneys, State’s Attorneys, Prosecuting Attorneys, County Attorneys 
and Commonwealth’s Attorneys), seven current Attorneys General, nine current and former Police 
Chiefs and Sheriffs, and 20 former U.S. Attorneys, DOJ officials and judges — ​sent a letter​ to 
President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris urging them to take all actions within their 
power to immediately and definitively end the death penalty in the United States. The letter urges 
the new administration to take multifaceted and lasting steps that future administrations cannot 
readily undo, to include: commuting the sentences of all those on federal death row and 
withdrawing current death penalty warrants, dismantling the death chamber at Terre Haute, 
encouraging DOJ leadership to instruct all federal prosecutors to not seek the death penalty in future 
cases, supporting and incentivizing state efforts to end capital punishment, and supporting 
legislation to end the federal death penalty.  
 
“The death penalty is an archaic and failed institution that is rooted in racism and too often punishes 
the innocent. The previous administration’s cruel and ruthless killing spree undermined the 
already-fragile trust in the justice system and revealed that a simple pause on executions is not 
nearly enough,” said ​Miriam Krinsky, Executive Director of Fair and Just Prosecution​, the 
organizer of the letter and a former federal prosecutor who also signed on to the letter. “President 
Biden is the first president to openly oppose capital punishment, and we now have an opportunity to 
permanently end the federal death penalty, once and for all.”  
 
After the Trump administration rushed to execute 13 people in its last six months in office, putting 
countless additional lives in danger as a COVID-19 outbreak took over federal death row, the 
signatories make clear that a moratorium is insufficient to end our nation’s use of the death penalty: 
“[A]t a time when racial injustice, trust in law enforcement, and our nation’s reputation in the eyes 
of the world are all in dire need of repair, anything short of these steps would fail to move our 
nation forward or attend to these pressing crises. We should not leave the lives of all people still on 
federal death row — and many more who will become entangled with the federal system — in the 
hands of future administrations.” 
 
“During my tenure as U.S. Attorney, my community entrusted me to pursue justice and promote 
public safety,” said ​William B. Cummings, former United States Attorney for the Eastern 
District of Virginia​ and a signatory on the letter. “Abolishing the death penalty is a critical step in 
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building trust between law enforcement and the people we serve, and that trust is integral to keeping 
our communities safe.” 
 
The United States was one of only ​20 countries​, and the only developed ​Western democracy​, to use 
the death penalty in 2019 and is far ​more likely​ to impose the punishment in cases involving Black 
defendants or white victims. Since 1973, at least ​174​ ​people on death row have been exonerated, 
while the National Academy of Sciences ​estimates​ that over 4 percent of death row prisoners are 
innocent.  
 
“It has never been clearer that executing fellow Americans is inhumane, immoral and ineffective at 
deterring crime,” said ​Joseph R. Grodin, former California Supreme Court Associate Justice 
and another signatory on the letter. “Federal leadership is needed now more than ever to finally rid 
our nation of this failed and destructive process and restore our credibility in the eyes of the world.” 
 
Read the letter and see the full list of signatories below and ​here​.  
 

### 
 

Fair and Just Prosecution is a national network of elected prosecutors working towards 
common-sense, compassionate criminal justice reforms. To learn more about FJP’s work, visit our 

website​ and follow us on​ ​Facebook​ ​and​ ​Twitter​.  
 
 

List of Signatories 
 
Hector Balderas 
Attorney General, New Mexico 
 
Diana Becton 
District Attorney, Contra Costa County, California 
 
Wesley Bell 
Prosecuting Attorney, St. Louis County, Missouri 
 
Buta Biberaj 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Loudoun County, Virginia 
 
Shay Bilchik 
Former Administrator, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, U.S. Department of 
Justice 
 
Chesa Boudin 
District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, California 
 
RaShall M. Brackney 
Chief, Charlottesville Police Department, Virginia  
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Aisha Braveboy 
State’s Attorney, Prince George’s County, Maryland 
 
Bobbe J. Bridge 
Former Associate Justice, Washington State Supreme Court 
 
Chris Burbank 
Former Chief, Salt Lake City Police Department, Utah 
Vice President of Law Enforcement Strategy, Center for Policing Equity 
 
Jim Bueermann 
Former Chief, Redlands Police Department, California 
Former President, National Police Foundation 
 
John T. Chisholm 
District Attorney, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin 
 
John Choi 
County Attorney, Ramsey County, Minnesota 
 
Jerry L. Clayton 
Sheriff, Washtenaw County, Michigan 
 
Dave Clegg 
District Attorney, Ulster County, New York 
 
Tristram J. Coffin 
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Vermont 
 
William M. Cohen 
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, District of Columbia  
 
Shameca Collins 
District Attorney, Sixth Judicial District, Mississippi 
 
Laura Conover 
County Attorney, Pima County, Arizona 
 
Brendan Cox 
Former Chief, Albany Police Department, New York 
Director of Policing Strategies, LEAD National Support Bureau 
 
John Creuzot 
District Attorney, Dallas County, Texas 
 
William B. Cummings 
Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Virginia  
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Satana Deberry 
District Attorney, Durham County, North Carolina 
 
Parisa Dehghani-Tafti 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, Virginia 
 
Steve Descano 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Fairfax County, Virginia 
 
W. Thomas Dillard 
Former U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Florida 
Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Tennessee  
 
Thomas J. Donovan, Jr. 
Attorney General, Vermont 
 
Michael Dougherty 
District Attorney, Twentieth Judicial District, Colorado 
 
Frank Dubofsky 
Former Judge, Colorado Court of Appeals 
 
Jean Dubofsky 
Former Justice, Colorado Supreme Court 
 
Matthew Ellis 
District Attorney, Wasco County, Oregon 
 
Keith Ellison 
Attorney General, Minnesota 
 
Charles W. Fels  
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Tennessee  
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, Middle District of Tennessee  
 
Kimberly M. Foxx 
State’s Attorney, Cook County, Illinois 
 
Gil Garcetti 
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California 
 
Stanley Garnett 
Former District Attorney, Twentieth Judicial District, Colorado 
 
José Garza 
District Attorney, Travis County, Texas 
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George Gascón 
District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California 
Former District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, California 
Former Chief, San Francisco Police Department, California 
Former Chief, Mesa Police Department, Arizona 
 
Sarah F. George 
State’s Attorney, Chittenden County, Vermont 
 
Joe Gonzales 
District Attorney, Bexar County, Texas 
 
Deborah Gonzalez 
District Attorney, Western Judicial Circuit, Georgia 
 
Eric Gonzalez 
District Attorney, Kings County, New York 
 
Mark Gonzalez 
District Attorney, Nueces County, Texas 
 
James P. Gray  
Former Judge, Superior Court of Orange County, California  
 
Joseph R. Grodin 
Former Associate Justice, California Supreme Court  
 
Andrea Harrington 
District Attorney, Berkshire County, Massachusetts 
 
Scott Harshbarger 
Former Attorney General, Massachusetts 
Former District Attorney, Middlesex County, Massachusetts  
 
Jim Hingeley 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Albemarle County, Virginia 
 
Natasha Irving 
District Attorney, Sixth Prosecutorial District, Maine 
 
Kathleen Jennings 
Attorney General, Delaware 
 
Peter J. Kadzik 
Former Assistant Attorney General, Office of Legislative Affairs, U.S. Department of Justice  
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Melinda Katz 
District Attorney, Queens County, New York 
 
Peter Keisler 
Former Acting Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice  
 
Robert Klonoff 
Former Assistant to the Solicitor General, U.S. Department of Justice 
Former Dean, Lewis & Clark Law School  
 
Justin F. Kollar 
Prosecuting Attorney, Kauai County, Hawaii 
 
Lawrence S. Krasner 
District Attorney, City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 
Miriam Aroni Krinsky 
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, Criminal Appellate Chief, and General Crimes Chief, Central 
District of California 
Former Chair, Solicitor General’s Criminal Appellate Advisory Group, U.S. Department of Justice 
 
William Lansdowne 
Former Chief, San Diego Police Department, California 
Former Chief, San Jose Police Department, California 
Former Chief, Richmond Police Department, California 
 
Stephen G. Larson 
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, Central District of California 
Former Magistrate Judge, U.S. District Court, Central District of California 
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, Central District of California 
 
John Leonardo 
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Arizona 
 
Chris Magnus 
Chief, Tucson Police Department, Arizona 
 
Beth McCann 
District Attorney, Second Judicial District, Colorado 
 
Mary McCord 
Former Acting Assistant Attorney General for National Security, U.S. Department of Justice 
Former Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, National Security Division, U.S. Department 
of Justice 
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Brian Middleton  
District Attorney, Fort Bend County, Texas 
 
Stephanie Morales 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Portsmouth, Virginia 
 
Marilyn J. Mosby 
State’s Attorney, Baltimore City, Maryland 
 
Jody Owens 
District Attorney, Hinds County, Mississippi 
 
Jim Petro 
Former Attorney General, Ohio  
 
Joseph Platania 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Charlottesville, Virginia  
 
Bryan Porter 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Alexandria, Virginia 
 
Abdul Pridgen 
Chief, Seaside Police Department, California 
 
Karl A. Racine 
Attorney General, District of Columbia 
 
Kwame Raoul 
Attorney General, Illinois 
 
Ira Reiner 
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California 
Former City Attorney, Los Angeles, California 
 
Margaret Richardson 
Former Chief of Staff and Counselor to the Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice  
 
Murray Richtel 
Former Judge, Twentieth Judicial District Court, Colorado 
 
Mimi Rocah 
District Attorney, Westchester County, New York 
 
Rachael Rollins 
District Attorney, Suffolk County, Massachusetts 
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Jeff Rosen 
District Attorney, Santa Clara County, California  
 
Marian T. Ryan 
District Attorney, Middlesex County, Massachusetts 
 
Dan Satterberg 
Prosecuting Attorney, King County, Washington 
 
Eli Savit 
Prosecuting Attorney, Washtenaw County, Michigan 
 
Lois Schiffer 
Former Assistant Attorney General, Environment and Natural Resources Division, U.S. Department 
of Justice  
 
Mike Schmidt 
District Attorney, Multnomah County, Oregon 
 
Kevin Sharp 
Former Judge, U.S. District Court, Middle District of Tennessee  
 
Carol A. Siemon 
Prosecuting Attorney, Ingham County, Michigan 
 
Norm Stamper 
Former Chief, Seattle Police Department, Washington  
 
David E. Sullivan 
District Attorney, Northwestern District, Massachusetts 
 
Shannon Taylor 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Henrico County, Virginia 
 
Brett L. Tolman 
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Utah 
 
Raúl Torrez 
District Attorney, Bernalillo County, New Mexico 
 
Gregory Underwood 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Norfolk, Virginia 
 
Matthew Van Houten 
District Attorney, Tompkins County, New York 
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Cyrus R. Vance 
District Attorney, New York County, New York 
 
Phil Weiser 
Attorney General, Colorado  
 

 


