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FJP’s COVID-19 and Mass Incarceration resources offer insights into trends and promising 

practices among reform-minded elected prosecutors responding to COVID-19, as well as 

answers to frequently asked questions. This selection of resources from around the nation 

features policy guidance for justice system stakeholders, with an emphasis on how to decarcerate 

and promote public health and safety, as well as useful documents and websites tracking policy 

changes, outbreak hot spots, and litigation.  

 

Policy Guidance and Best Practices  
 

COVID-19 and the Criminal Justice System, Prison Policy Initiative. A resource page including 

ways to slow the spread of the virus in facilities, best responses, a template letter to request 

videos and/or calls in lieu of in-person visits, and additional related articles. 

 

COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Response and Resources, The Justice Collaborative. A resource page 

including decarceral guidelines, fact sheets, a comprehensive list of recommendations for justice 

system reforms from experts and advocates across the country, and other resources. 

 

Coronavirus Guidance for the Criminal and Immigration Legal Systems, Vera Institute of 

Justice. Provides guidance for various selected stakeholders, such as immigration sectors, law 

enforcement, prosecutors, defenders, judges, and youth facilities as to how to take precautionary 

measures in light of COVID-19. 

 

COVID-19, Justice Action Network. Provides daily updates on new reforms, statistics, and 

advocacy efforts throughout the country. 

 

Resources for Correctional Institutions Regarding COVID-19, Urban Institute. A compilation of 

resources from all levels of government, advocacy organizations, and academic institutions 

containing statistics, best practices, and reform efforts in light of COVID-19. 

 

Responding to the Coronavirus Crisis, Brennan Center for Justice at NYU Law. Policy guidance 

and analysis on an array of topics including criminal justice reform and civil liberties. 

 

YCLJ COVID-19 Response, Youth Correctional Leaders for Justice. Includes policy 

recommendations and resources regarding youth in the justice system. 

 

 

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/virus/index.html
https://thejusticecollaborative.com/covid19/
https://www.vera.org/publications/coronavirus-guidance-for-criminal-and-immigration-legal-systems
https://www.justiceactionnetwork.org/covid19
https://urbanorg.app.box.com/s/yqsqcepd1ryvp9ntekls6ims2fmsjnr7?cm_ven=ExactTarget&cm_cat=JPC+-+04.08.2020&cm_pla=All+Subscribers&cm_ite=list+of+resources&cm_ainfo=&&utm_source=%20urban_newsletters&&utm_medium=news-JPC&&utm_term=JPC&&
https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/defend-our-elections/election-security/responding-coronavirus-crisis
https://yclj.org/covid19


 

 

Tracking Justice System Responses to COVID-19 
 

The Coronavirus Response: Spotlight on State and Local Governments, The Appeal. Provides an 

interactive map of each state’s responses to COVID-19, including newly enacted policies 

regarding the justice system, elections, healthcare and insurance, and paid sick leave. 
 

COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Response and Resources, The Justice Collaborative. A resource page 

including an active map of the country outlining each state’s response to the crisis. 
 

COVID-19 Response, The Justice Lab. Tracks steps parole and probation agencies are taking to 

protect individuals from COVID-19. 

 

Responses to COVID-19, Prison Policy Initiative. A central page for information and resources 

on how various facilities are responding to the crisis by releasing individuals from custody, 

reducing new admissions, and decreasing in-person contact. 

 

Response to COVID-19 by Criminal Justice Systems, The Justice Management Institute. 

Compendium of criminal justice system responses to COVID-19 at the state and local levels, 

including changes being made by jails systems, law enforcement agencies, probation and parole 

systems, prosecutors, and public defenders. 
 

Tracking Jail and Prison Population Reductions 
 

COVID-19 Correctional Policies and Responses, UCLA School of Law. A collection of 

continually updated spreadsheets with confirmed cases and deaths in jails, prisons, and youth 

correctional facilities throughout the country, as well as prison releases, visitation policies 

organizing efforts, and other resources. 

 
Tracking Litigation 
 

Civil Rights Litigation Clearinghouse, Margo Schlanger, University of Michigan Law School. 

Resource tracking all COVID-19 class-action and group litigation (jails, prisons, immigration 

detention). 

 

Tracking Infections, Illness and Deaths Behind Bars 
 

COVID-19 Behind Bars Map, COVID-19 Behind Bars. An independent journalism project 

mapping cases of coronavirus in jails, prisons, detention centers, and other correctional facilities 

in the U.S. and internationally using news reports and potential cases reported on by people 

inside prison. 

 

https://theappeal.org/political-report/coronavirus-response-state-local/
https://thejusticecollaborative.com/covid19/
https://www.exitprobationparole.org/covid-19-response
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/virus/virusresponse.html#resources
http://www.jmijustice.org/covid-19/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1X6uJkXXS-O6eePLxw2e4JeRtM41uPZ2eRcOA_HkPVTk/edit#gid=1641553906
https://clearinghouse.net/results.php?searchSpecialCollection=62
https://covid19behindbars.com/


Tracking International Responses 
 

COVID-19 Justice Project, Fair Trials. A regularly updated resource on how justice institutions 

around the world are responding to COVID-19. 

 

COVID-19 Narratives and Accounts from Behind Bars 
 

Coronavirus: A Curated Collection of Links, The Marshall Project. A collection of articles by 

The Marshall Project and other news outlets related to COVID-19 and the justice system. 

 

Temperature Check: COVID-19 Behind Bars, PEN America. A new series from PEN America’s 

Prison and Justice Writing Program, featuring original reporting by incarcerated writers, 

accompanied by podcast interviews with criminal justice reform experts on the pandemic’s 

impact in United States’ prisons. 

 

Resources for Families 
 

COVID-19 Virus: Children of Incarcerated Parents Demand Action to Protect Our Parents 

Behind Bars, We Got Us Now. Resources including support for families and a list of demands to 

protect parents who are currently incarcerated. 

 

They Can’t Wait: FAMM’s Response to COVID-19, FAMM. Access to information on how to 

apply for federal compassionate release as well as FAQs and various state and federal resources. 

https://www.fairtrials.org/covid19justice
https://www.themarshallproject.org/records/8718-coronavirus
https://pen.org/temperature-check-1/
https://www.wegotusnow.org/
https://www.wegotusnow.org/
https://famm.org/covidresponse/

